
Hillcrest PSSC October 8, 2013 Minutes 
 
 

1. In attendance were Todd Smith, Angela Michaud, Patricia Button, Nancy McWilliam, Shannon 
Baxter, Peter Trainor, Joanne Lutes, Erica Trail, Marlene Campbell, Angela Murphy, Laura Gordon 
and Shawn Foster.  Regrets from Heidi Paris. 

 
2. Minutes from the June 5, 2013 meeting were approved.   

 
3. Peter Trainor advised that there will be 2 teachers on the PSSC this year – Joanne Lutes from K-5 

and Erica Trail from Middle School.  We also have 2 new parents as member – Angela Murphy and 
Laura Gordon. 

 
4. Assessments – this year there will be provincial assessments in Grade 2, Grade 5, Grade 7 

Language Arts and Grade 8 Math.  The Grade 5 Math results which were a concern 2 years ago 
were much better last year – above district and provincial averages.  We will no longer be getting 
individual results back.  The province is taking a 20% sampling to gauge progress instead. 

 

5. Curriculum Concerns – The question was asked why so much time is spent doing cover pages.  In 
September in middle school it seems like a lot of time is spent just working on cover pages which a 
couple of parents suggested was just coloring.  Peter Trainor said that with his classes he uses 
them as a tool to gauge students’ knowledge of the subject and he does not see them as simply 
busy work. 
 
Todd Smith addressed concerns about Math.  It is now being taught very differently than it was in 
the past; 90% of it is mental math and the students use strategies to prove their work.  It is 
thought to promote a greater understanding of the Math concepts.  Parents are concerned about 
whether or not the students will be well prepared for Math in high school and even university.  
Todd tried to reassure parents however there are still concerns and they will have to be discussed 
again at the next PSSC meeting. 
 

6. The school is looking to do more enrichment with students in the intervention block this year.  
Marlene Campbell mentioned the bridge program that was in the school several years ago.  Peter 
Trainor said that several options are being looked at. 
 

7. Rachel O’Brien is still teaching Art at Hillcrest one day per week.  The letter that Shannon Baxter 
wrote to the District on this subject did get a response from Liz Nowlan, Director of Curriculum.  
Liz said that teacher allotments are based on a set formula throughout the District and with a 
small school it may seem like we are getting fewer teachers but it follows the same formula. 

 
8. Backpacks – Middle School students are no longer permitted to carry their backpacks from class to 

class.  There had been a lot of complaints from students about sore backs so the staff decided to 
see if this would alleviate the problem.  There are now lockers in all middle school classrooms so 
the students have a secure place to keep their belongings.  Erica Trail said the Grade 6s and 7s 
have adjusted well but the Grade 8s are having difficulty.  Peter Trainor said the school would be 
ordering small bags for them to carry their personal items. 



9. Shawn Foster asked about French Immersion – early at Bessborough vs late at Hillcrest.  He 
commented that a lot of students left Hillcrest this year to go to Bessborough for the early 
Immersion.  He wondered if the choices were not well explained to parents last year.  Peter 
Trainor said that they had not had the opportunity last year to explain the options fully to parents 
and that that will be rectified this year. 
 

10. Our next meeting will be November 26, 2013 at 6:30. 
 

11. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
 
 


